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Empirical Research on the Correlation between Senior High School Students’ English
Speaking Self-concept and Classroom Speaking Anxiety

Wang Ying Liu Honggang
(School of Foreign Languages, Northeast Normal University, Changchun Jilin 130024, China;
School of Foreign Languages, Northeast Normal University, Changchun Jilin 130024, China)

Abstract: The paper investigates the relationship between English speaking self-concept and English
classroom speaking anxiety on senior high school students. The descriptive analysis shows that students have a
lower level of English speaking self -concept; students are experiencing median level of English classroom
speaking anxiety. The correlation analysis presents that there are significant negative correlations between
variables of English speaking self-concept and English classroom speaking anxiety. The results indicate that
the negative English speaking self -concept of students may result in the speaking anxiety in class, and
influence English speaking learning. Therefore, students’ self -concept formation to the English speaking
should be paid much attention to. Teachers should help students to cultivate positive English speaking self-
concept through deepening their awareness to English speaking, making them fully understand and evaluate
their speaking performance and planning partner activities. In English speaking teaching, the role of self -
concept cannot be neglected, because it not only affects the oral performance but also correlates with other
learner variables which influence the English speaking learning.
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