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Quantitative Research on Chinese Learners’ English Learning Demotivation:
Reviews and Reflections

LIU Hong-gang
( School of Foreign Languages Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China)

Abstract: With views from research design and findings this current paper reviewed 21 carefullyselected empiri—
cal studies published on the academic journals in China from 2008 —2013. It was found that the reviewed studies
(1) targeted on the students at tertiary levels with little attention to high school and primary school students; took
quantitative-orientated research as the major research method without systematic qualitative research; seldom pres—
ented reliability and validity of questionnaires; (2) produced results which can be grouped into teacher factors
learning environment factors course factors important-ethers factors and learner factors. The paper finally sugges—
ted that the future demotivation research should place more care on teenagers and the designs of instruments do
more in-depth qualitative research conduct more on the complex interaction of different factors and take more cre—
ative research methods. In addition future studies are recommended to involve relevant demotivators into research
in order not to turn demotivation research into a trash.

Key words: Chinese English learners; English learning demotivation; quantitative research; reviews and reflec—
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